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EXLECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nova Scotia Department of Transporlation and Public Works (NSTPW) proposes to construct and operate
a 15 kilometre fully controllcd access, four-lane divided highway from Addington Forks Road, west of the
Town ol Antigonish, to Taylor Road, east of the community of South River, Nova Scolia (the Projecl}.
Highway 104 is part of the National Highway System and is therciore eligible to be cost sharcd by the
Federal and Provincial governments. Eligibility for federal funding is dependenl upon approval of the
praposed Project under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. As the Project is over 10 km in
length, it also requires approval as a Class 1l Undertaking putsuant to the Environmental Assessment
Regulations under the Nova Scotia Ervironmen Act,

NSTPW has conducted a preliminary environmental screening, public copsultation and a functiopal anal ysis
ol the proposed alipnment as part of the preliminary planning for the Project. The Project has also
undergone a detailed safety revicw, an independent peet review and a detailed assessmenl of cnvironmental
impacts at the South River crossing. These studies resulted in the selection of alignment options.

The assessment of the selected alignment considers biophysical and socioeconomic issues, focussing on
issues of greatest concern known as Valued Environmental Components { VECs) and Valued Sociocconomic
Components (VSCs) identified through a scoping process including consideration o[ the NSTPW Terms of
Refercnce. Bach of the following eight VECs and four VSCs selected for this assessment were evaluated
for potential Project related effects:

VECs V8Cs

. Atmospheric Resources * Local Economy

Y Groundwater Resources . Land Use

. Tish and Fish Habilal . Archaeological and Heritage Resources
. Rarc Herpetiles . Transpottation Infrasiructure

. Rare Mammals and Critical {[abitat

. Rarc and Sensitive Birds

. Rare Tlants and Plant Communilies

. Wetlands

Mitigation and monitoring have been proposed to reduce or eliminate potentially adverse cffects. The
significance of residual envirommnental eflects (e, after mitigation has been applied) including cumulative
effects was predicted for cach VEC/VSC. Tn general, potential adverse cffects on these VECs/VSCs will
he short term and/or highly localized and can be ellcetively mitigated through technically and econonucally
feagible methods recommended in this report. Potentially adverse residual effects are therelore predicted to
be not significant for all VECs and V5Cs.
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Opcration of the Project will provide safe, convenient, economic and efficient movement of persous and
goods through the area, therchy having a posiiive effect on transporiation infrastructure. Docreased fraffic
along the most existing uncontrolled access Highway 104 will contribute to a quicter, safer living
environment for most residents.

In summary, this Project will provide a long term public henefit by reducing current traffic volumes on the
cxisting uncontrolled access portion of Highway 104. Tt will also provide infrastructlure to handle future
traffic volumes and patterns, thereby improving public safety, withoul significant adverse envirommental
effcets.
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